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Proclamation 7661—National
D.A.R.E. Day, 2003

April 9, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Drugs destroy the hopes, dreams, and the
health of our children, and we must continue
to work to reduce drug use among America’s
young people. Today we honor Drug Abuse
Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.), the most
widely recognized substance abuse and vio-
lence prevention curriculum in America. As
we celebrate the 20th anniversary of this im-
portant program, we recognize D.AR.E.s
proud record of helping millions of young
people lead productive, drug-free, and vio-
lence-free lives, and reaffirm our commit-
ment to end illegal drug use among our
youth.

D.A.R.E. was founded in 1983 by the Los
Angeles Police Department (LAPD), which
faced an overwhelming drug use problem
among juveniles and saw the need for a pro-
gram to educate children and young adults
about the destructive realities of substance
abuse. Teaming with the Los Angeles Uni-
fied School District, the LAPD sent specially
trained police officers into classrooms to
teach middle school students how to resist
peer pressure and make positive decisions.
Since that beginning 20 years ago, D.A.R.E.
has grown to reach 36 million students in
more than 300,000 classrooms in the United
States and around the world. Today,
D.A.R.E. programs are taught in 80 percent
of our Nation’s school districts.

D.A.R.E.s in-school curriculum focuses
on giving children practical skills to avoid be-
coming involved in drugs, gangs, and vio-
lence. D.A.R.E. officers serve as supportive
role models and encourage young people to
develop healthy self-esteem. D.A.R.E. also
helps young people in the critical after-school
hours through D.A.R.E. P.L.U.S. (Play and
Learn Under Supervision), a follow-up pro-
gram that serves as a safe and fun alternative
to the local streets. D.A.R.E. P.L.U.S. is de-
signed to encourage middle school students
to start taking responsibility for their actions
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and to engage in activities other than drug
use.

One of the core principles of my National
Drug Control Strategy is to stop drug use
before it starts, and D.A.R.E. and D.A.R.E.
P.L.U.S. play an important role in my com-
munity-based approach. Through these pro-
grams, parents, educators, law enforcement
officials, and other caring citizens are joining
together in a collaborative fight against illegal
drugs. However, we have more to do to re-
duce illegal drug use among America’s youth.
The most effective way to reduce the supply
of drugs is to reduce the demand, and I am
confident that we can help accomplish this
goal through a focus on effective, family-cen-
tered education and prevention.

Toward this end, I have proposed the cre-
ation of a Parents Drug Corps to educate
and train parents to lead the effort in pre-
venting drug use among children and teens.
In addition, I have asked the Congress to
support millions of parents and concerned
citizens in communities nationwide by dou-
bling funding for the Drug-Free Commu-
nities Support Program. These new efforts
will complement our ongoing work to sur-
round our most vulnerable children with car-
ing adults who can offer support, guidance,
and encouragement.

As we honor the dedicated individuals
whose extraordinary efforts make D.A.R.E.
work, we resolve to continue to help young
people avoid the dangers of drug use and
violence. By helping to ensure that all our
children are educated and supported by posi-
tive and caring role models, we contribute
to a promising future that offers hope and
opportunity for all.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 10, 2003,
as National D.A.R.E. Day. I call upon all the
people of the United States, particularly our
youth, parents, and educators, to observe this
day by joining the fight against drugs in our
communities. I also encourage our citizens
to express appreciation for the law enforce-
ment officers, volunteers, and others who
work to help young people avoid the dangers
of drug use.
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In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this ninth day of April, in the year
of our Lord two thousand three, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:24 a.m., April 10, 2003]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 11.

Videotape Remarks to the Iraqi
People
Apm'l 10, 2003

This is George W. Bush, the President of
the United States. At this moment, the re-
gime of Saddam Hussein is being removed
from power, and a long era of fear and cru-
elty is ending. American and coalition forces
are now operating inside Baghdad, and we
will not stop until Saddam’s corrupt gang is
gone. The Government of Iraq and the fu-
ture of your country will soon belong to you.

The goals of our coalition are clear and
limited. We will end a brutal regime, whose
aggression and weapons of mass destruction
make it a unique threat to the world. Coali-
tion forces will help maintain law and order
so that Iraqgis can live in security. We will
respect your great religious traditions, whose
principles of equality and compassion are es-
sential to Iraq’s future. We will help you
build a peaceful and representative govern-
ment that protects the rights of all citizens.
And then our military forces will leave. Iraq
will go forward as a unified, independent,
and sovereign nation that has regained a re-
spected place in the world.

The United States and its coalition part-
ners respect the people of Iraq. We are tak-
ing unprecedented measures to spare the
lives of innocent Iraqi citizens. We are begin-
ning to deliver food and water and medicine
to those in need. Our only enemy is Saddam
and his brutal regime, and that regime is your
enemy as well.

In the new era that is coming to Iraq, your
country will no longer be held captive to the
will of a cruel dictator. You will be free—
free to build a better life instead of building
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more palaces for Saddam and his sons, free
to pursue economic prosperity without the
hardship of economic sanctions, free to travel
and free to speak your mind, free to join in
the political affairs of Iraq. And all the people
who make up your country—Kurds, Shi‘a,
Turkomans, Sunnis, and others—will be free
of the terrible persecution that so many have
endured.

The nightmare that Saddam Hussein has
brought to your nation will soon be over. You
are a good and gifted people, the heirs of
a great civilization that contributes to all hu-
manity. You deserve better than tyranny and
corruption and torture chambers. You de-
serve to live as free people. And I assure
every citizen of Iraq: Your nation will soon
be free.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were videotaped
at 11:30 a.m. on April 8 in the small dining room
at Hillsborough Castle in Northern Ireland for
later broadcast. The Office of the Press Secretary
released the remarks on April 10 and also released
an Arabic language transcript of these remarks.

Statement on Congressional Passage
of Amber Alert System Legislation

April 10, 2003

I applaud the House and Senate for pass-
ing bipartisan legislation that provides us
with additional tools to prevent, investigate,
and prosecute violent crimes against our chil-
dren. This legislation builds upon the steps
my administration took last year to expand,
enhance, and coordinate the successful
Amber Alert system across the Nation. The
bill also strengthens child pornography laws.

The safety and well-being of our children
is a shared priority for all Americans and
Federal, State, and local authorities. We
must use every available resource to find and
safely return missing children to their fami-
lies and their homes, and we must use every
available tool to vigorously prosecute and se-
verely punish those who would do our chil-
dren harm. I look forward to signing this im-
portant legislation into law as soon as pos-

sible.



